
Our Church Family 
Our sympathy to Russ Bailey and family upon 
the loss of his grandmother, Mary Ellen Rector 
on March 24, 2011 in Mexico, NY. 
In our thoughts and prayers: Rev. Dr. Brolin 
Parker, Alenore Consoli, Jim King (Julie Bushart), 
Gail Ames, Lorraine Dickinson (Phil and Iona), 
Gianna Gisotti (Gisotti and Jachym families), 
George Marion Boswell, Jr. (Boswell-Penc 
family), Ginny Diederich (Nancy and Lee 
Diederich), Richard Alba (Gwen Moore), Trina 
McCandless (Sarah Slingerland), Rob Heineman, 
Eleanor Haverly, Gerrit Milbert, Jean Richardson 
(Hyacinth Mason), Paul VanDemark, Patti Hardy 
(Pam Skripak), Susan Mincher (Ellen and Bob 
Kanuck, Mary Jane Hughes (Lynda Conway), 
Marco Bonato (David Rathjens), Ray Scheesley 
(Ten Eyck Family), Gil & Elsie Faustel (Karen 
Tedesco), Mary Storm, Chris Sheridan (Dick & 
Jeanne Herrmann), Edwin Busch (Joan House). 
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Search begins for new pastor, 
upon Rev. Palm’s retirement 

From John Giordano, 

Chair, Staff Parish Relations Team —  

Following the recent announcement and letter 

concerning Rev. Palm’s retirement, and honoring 

her decision, the Staff Parish Relations Team 

(SPRT) has begun the process of finding a new 

Senior Pastor. SPRT had two main responsibili-

ties in getting the process started. 

The first was to write a letter to our District Su-

perintendent, Rev. James Fenimore, describing 

the top four qualities we are seeking in our new 

Senior Pastor. The SPRT wrote asking for the fol-

lowing qualities: great preaching, a team player 

with the pastoral staff, ready to help us grow our 

membership, and ready to serve a minimum of 6-

8 years. The second responsibility was to com-

plete an on-line Church Profile to help the Cabi- net in its discernment about a possible pastoral 

appointment. The Church Profile included over 

50 questions on a variety of topics that a prospec-

tive candidate would also review. 

Rev. Fenimore will take this data to the new, 

wider and broader, pool of pastors (once 190; 

now, over 700) available in our Upper New York 

Conference. He then has two meetings with the 

Conference Cabinet in April; they recommend all 

of the remaining pastoral changes at those two 

meetings. He will bring one pastoral candidate to 

SPRT for our review and approval. Unlike the 

process we had in hiring Rev. Iona outside the 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 April 17, Palm/Passion Sunday,  

10:30 am (note time change) 

 Wednesday, April 20, dinner and pre-K 
Holy Week experience, 5:30 pm 

 April 21, Maundy Thursday shared meal 
(6:30 pm) and service (7:15 pm) 

 Good Friday, Hummel Chapel open for 
prayer and meditation, 12 noon—7 pm. 

 Saturday, 10 am, Easter Egg Hunt 

 April 24, Easter Sunday worship service, 
10:30 am (note time change) 

(continued on Page Three) 

htttp:/www.delmarmethodist.org
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 PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Rev. Janice Palm 

Jesus was true to who he was ñ and that is 

the path to resurrection for us, as well 

A couple of weeks ago I spoke on how life can be 

messy. By that, I mean that life doesn’t always 

present a clear,  straight line ahead for us. There 

are those detours that we hadn’t planned on; 

there are those disappointments, challenges, and 

unexpected gifts that change our well oiled, well-

rehearsed plan. And yet, without those detours, 

our lives might not be the full expression of LIFE 

as God would have for us. 

As we read and pray once 

again the passion story of our 

beloved Jesus and the unfold-

ing of events during the last 

week of Jesus’ life before he 

was crucified, we hear how 

Jesus would not necessarily 

have chosen on his own the path he freely took. 

We know the disciples were not ready to hear of 

or understand Jesus’ sacrifice. And yet, without 

Jesus taking such a path, where might our faith 

be? Where would Easter be? Thank God, Jesus 

took the detour. 

Our faith is dependent on that detour, on the 

hard choice he made, and the messiness of Holy 

Week. Jesus living out his hard choice is what 

provides hope and resurrection for us. How else 

would we come to understand a personal salva-

tion offered to each one of us through God’s love 

for us? For God gave Jesus that the world might 

know love.  

Jesus knew that to be in accord with God, Jesus’ 

Abba (Father), he would follow the path that 

Holy Week provided. Jesus was being true to 

who he was, in God, even to the end of that week 

(and also to the beginning of the new week! Alle-

luia!). Is that not what touched the disciples’ 

hearts? Is that not what caused them to have 

such vivid experiences of him after he died? Is 

that not what causes them/us to recognize a liv-

ing Christ – even today? He is risen! Alleluia! 

As many of you know now, I will be retiring in 

July. It creates a detour for me 

and it creates an unexpected 

detour for the church as well. 

As I have been moving 

through this Lenten time, I 

have been in further prayer 

about what the ministry will 

look like that God intends for me.  

The hope and resurrection for me is that my life 

will continue to unfold closely aligned with what 

God has in store for me. The hope and resurrec-

tion for this church is that it also will continue on 

a pathway guided by what God is calling you to 

be while sustained by God’s love and your love 

for one another. We may not fully know where 

this new pathway is taking us. But we do know 

that in prayer, with discernment, with patience, 

in love, and with Jesus’ example ever before us, 

we can be buoyed always in hope and love and 

new life. Christ is alive! Alleluia!  

On the pathway to which God is  

calling you, you will be sustained by  

His love, and by your love  

for one another.  
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denomination, with a Bishop’s appointment, we 

trust that the Conference Cabinet has read our 

priorities and knows our church and will select 

the right Senior Pastor for us. If by chance, the 

SPRT or the candidate does not see a ―fit,‖ we do 

have the right to say no. That candidate then 

would no longer be an option for us. The Cabinet 

would need to start the process over again. This 

would mean a time delay before another candi-

date could be brought forward. We hope to 

avoid that additional process and have faith that 

Rev. Fenimore will bring the right person to lead 

us into the future.  

SPRT takes this job seriously. The team is made 

up of a great group of people who have the 

FUMC’s best interest at heart. I am proud to have 

the following church members on my committee: 

Jane O’Neill (Vice Chair), Brian Collier, Deb 

Mazzone, Larissa Suparmanto, Dana Burns, 

Tami Hartman, Denise Gisotti, Warren Stoker 

and Ramona Stubbs. Thank you! 

UMCOR’s response to Japan quake 

Through relief and church partners in Japan, the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) continues to respond to and provide 

immediate assistance and long-term rehabilita-

tion. The focus is on the most basic humanitarian 

— providing clean drinking water, food, cooking  

supplies, clothing, and fuel for heating. 

Donations may be brought to Church Office or 

given with the Sunday offering. Checks should 

be made out to FUMC with Pacific Emergency 

#3021317 indicated on the memo line. OR - dona-

tions can be charged on the UMCOR website, 

credited to FUMC; go to new.gbgm-umc. 

org/umcor/ and click on ―Pacific emergency.‖  

Conference support for UMCOR 

The Upper New York Conference gave $1.59 mil-

lion to UMCOR and The Advance in 2010, and 

had the highest participation in designated giv-

ing in the entire denomination (100%). 

OUR CHURCH IN MISSION 

► The Albany CROP Walk, on May 1, will 

be raising funds to combat hunger around 

the world. 25% of the money raised will be 

used right here in the Albany area, to assist 

hunger-fighting initiatives such as food 

banks, emergency food pantries, and com-

munity gardens. In Albany and Rensselaer 

counties alone, 136,000 pounds of food 

were distributed last year through the 52 

local emergency food pantries. The Albany 

CROP WALK was the eighth largest in the 

US last year, and our church was the third 

largest single donor in the country. Imagine 

how many people will benefit from what 

we do this year! Please support CROP 

Walk by volunteering as a walker or by 

supporting a walker. Stop at the CROP 

Walk table during Fellowship Hour to get 

more information. See you there! 

► We have one month left to help the 

AUMS Food Pantry by supporting the 

Feinstein Challenge. For the 10th consecu-

tive year, Alan Shawn Feinstein will divide 

$1 million among hunger-fighting agencies, 

matching amounts raised in March and 

April. Groceries can be placed in the AUMS 

grocery cart; money and checks can be 

placed in the money container on the cart 

or taken to the Church Office. Please make 

checks payable to FUMC and note Fein-

stein Challenge on the memo line. 

Pastoral recruitment process 

(continued from Page One) 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
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Alternative gift to Heifer will  
support programs for women 

For two decades, Heifer’s Women in Livestock 

Development (WiLD) has worked hard to give 

women what they need to succeed. Consider 

Violet Atanga of Mbei, Cameroon, who fondly 

remembers the day she received her gift of pigs. 

Violet was able to increase her $160 annual in-

come dramatically. She passed on three of her 

pigs to another family in her village. But first and 

foremost, she now pays school fees and buys 

school supplies with ease. That’s why Heifer's 

April 2011 Pass on the Gift campaign focuses on 

their work with women around the world who 

are counting on you to help by doing something 

WiLD! Please use the Easter/Alternative Gift 

form included in this mailing. 

Redeemables collected for Heifer 

Thank you! To all who have been donating their 

redeemable bottles and cans, for our ongoing 

support of Heifer. Use the receptacle outside, by 

the door that leads down to the kitchen. 

Luncheon for Seniors 

 All Seniors in our congregation are invited to a 

luncheon given in their honor by the Senior Min-

istry Team and friends. It will be in Fellowship 

Hall on Friday, May 6 starting at 11:30 am. There 

will be no charge BUT you must make a reserva-

tion by Monday, May 2; call Church Office at 

439-9976 or Connie Tilroe at 439-7571. 

RPMs mission trip this month 

On April 17, the RPMs youth group will leave for 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for their spring mission trip. 

You can help with a financial contribution — and 

then enjoy a complimentary dinner with a report 

on the trip when the group returns. Please make 

your check payable to ―RPM Seniors,‖ and mail 

it to Delmar Reformed Church, 386 Delaware 

Ave., Delmar, NY 12054, and Attn: RPMs. 

Altar flower sponsorships 

If you would like to honor a loved one with flow-

ers on the altar, please contact Tina Caballero at 

439-9565. Payment for each order is $35, checks 

made payable to FUMC, noting date of altar 

flowers in memo portion. Please mail/deliver 

payments directly to Church Office. 

AARP driving course on April 18 

On April 18, Ray Bell will be giving the six-hour 

AARP Safe Driving Course in Fellowship Hall 

from 9 am to 3:30 pm (with a half-hour break for 

lunch). The cost is $12. People taking the course 

should bring their driver’s license with them. 

Contact Warren Stoker at 439-6089 to register. 

Memorial Day parade 

The Town of Bethlehem’s Memorial Day parade 

is an event the entire community looks forward 

to every year, and to show our community spirit 

and spread the news about our great church, the 

Membership Committee is looking to participate 

as a church by marching. The parade is held rain 

or shine on May 30; the route is about 1.5-2 miles 

long. If you are interested, please email Brink 

Hartman at  Brink-Hartman@nycap.rr.com.  

Mary Marthas to enjoy  
program on Esther, April 14 

The April gathering of the Mary Marthas 

will be Thursday, April 14 at 1 pm in the 

Lounge. Connie Tilroe will portray Queen 

Esther with the story of her life and how 

one person can make a difference. For infor-

mation contact Aggie Clark at 439-5578. 

mailto:Brink-Hartman@nycap.rr.com
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 PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Rev. Iona Dickinson 

Can we make time for Holy Week ñ despite 

all those to-do lists that come with life? 

Life is exceptionally busy. Between work, chil-

dren, extracurricular activities, housework, er-

rands, board and committee and volunteer re-

sponsibilities, not to mention attempting to find 

time to exercise, have coffee with a friend, dinner 

with your spouse, and see your family on occa-

sion, our lives are busy from the moment we 

wake until we crash at night. With the helpful 

technology of smart phones, we are at the ―beck 

and call‖ of everyone we know from our boss, to 

our friends, to our family, at a second’s notice. 

As a result, what takes a back seat?  For some, it 

is exercise; for some, that volunteer responsibil-

ity; for some, you forego that date night; and for 

many of us, it is tending to our spiritual lives. We 

are in the midst of Lent, the season where prayer 

and fasting and preparation for Easter is the fo-

cus. But, between Sundays, is this getting much 

attention? Yes, some of us are attending our 

Lenten Series on Wednesday nights, meaning we 

are pausing in the busyness in hopes of being fed 

(literally with dinner and metaphorically with 

the program). Some of us might be using a per-

sonal devotional resource, attempting to connect 

with God in some new way. Some of us might 

have given up chocolate or desserts or, for the 

brave in our midst, Facebook, in hopes of think-

ing of God each time we long for that given-up 

item. Some of us might be committing to attend 

church each week during this season. 

But, still, many of us are racing through the sea-

son with hardly any awareness at all. Life is con-

tinuing at its same frantic pace, with nary a blip 

on the radar. But, for the glory of Easter, for the 

miracle of that empty tomb, for the wonder of 

the surprise that comes on Easter morning to 

have the most meaning, it is best if we prepare, at 

least a little. 

Beginning on Palm Sunday, April 17 at 10:30 am  

(note the time change, by the way), we have the 

opportunity to worship together, starting with 

the jubilation of the palm parade and finishing 

with a sense of what the week will bring. Then, 

on Wednesday, April 20 at 5:30 pm, families 

with kindergarten-age children and younger 

have a chance to experience Holy Week just for 

the youngest in our midst (dinner provided, 

older siblings most welcome, RSVPs appreciated 

[email FUMCclass@gmail.com]).  Maundy 

Thursday, April 21, we will gather for a shared 

Middle Eastern meal at 6:30 pm, followed by 

worship for all ages in Fellowship Hall. Then on 

Good Friday, April 22, the Hummel Chapel will 

be available for quiet prayer and reflection 

(suggested prayers and scriptures available) 

from noon – 7 pm.  

And of course, no Holy Week would be complete 

without Easter Sunday service at 10:30 am on 

Sunday, April 24 (again, note the time change). 

Will you make time in your frenzied life for Holy 

Week? Or will it just zip by like each and every 

other week?  You know where to find us if you 

want to deepen your faith journey and arrive 

ready to celebrate Easter morning. 

mailto:FUMCclass@gmail.com
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The story of our ‘Lamb of God’ stained glass window in Hummel Chapel 

In 1982 there had been a major expansion of the 

Sanctuary which entailed bumping out the side 

walls by six feet on each side. This necessitated a 

reconfiguration of the windows. Three of the 

older ones were dismantled and packed in crates, 

then stored up on the third floor. 

In 1991 William Johnston Jr. approached the 

Trustees and the Gifts Committee with the pro-

posal that two of the windows be repaired and 

put into place within the arches on either side of 

the altar in the Chapel. To do the needed repairs 

some of the fractured glass was replaced by us-

ing glass from the third window. The reinstalla-

tion of the two windows was a memorial to Mr. 

Johnston’s parents. 

When we were researching church history for 

our 175th anniversary in 2008, existing records 

revealed some history behind the windows in the 

Sanctuary and in the chapel. However, the re-

maining uninstalled window was still a mystery; 

we only knew the name of the boy in whose 

memory it was dedicated. We had no idea of 

who Richard F. Duckworth (1912-1923) was, nor 

of the circumstances behind the death of this  

11-year-old boy. 

And when the fact was revealed that it lay in 

pieces, forgotten, up on the third floor, many 

people expressed a desire to refurbish it and re-

turn it to its rightful place within the church. 

Fortunately, two of our members, Charles and 

Shirley Milbert, are experts in tracing people’s 

genealogy. The usual archives yielded no infor-

mation, but Shirley eventually found an obituary 

in the Altamont Enterprise, dated August 31, 1923. 

It reveals that Richard was diagnosed with polio 

on a Tuesday and 

died two days later. 

As far as is known to-

day, this is the only 

memorial within our 

church dedicated to a 

child. 

One of the most out-

spoken advocates for 

restoration was Carter 

W. Eltzroth, Jr., hus-

band of our Senior 

Pastor, Rev. Janice 

Palm. A fund drive 

for restoration of 

what we then called 

the Duckworth window was initiated. Unfortu-

nately, Carter passed away early in 2009 before 

his dream could be realized. However, funds do-

nated in his memory pushed the project a giant 

step forward. 

Chapman Glass fabricated glass to replace the 

missing pieces and completed the necessary as-

sembly and reinforcement to allow the entire 

window to be fitted into a wall in the chapel with 

appropriate backlighting. Members of our con-

gregation, Don Herzog, Gerry Clark and Bruce 

Heathwaite, completed the carpentry and electri-

cal work on site. 

Closer examination shows many similarities in 

color and design to the two other windows in the 

room. We are truly blessed to have these three 

beautiful stained glass windows on display to-

gether in the peaceful setting of the Hummel 

chapel.       — Marilyn Peterson, church historian 



Upcoming worship services and special events 

Sunday, April 10 12-2 pm 

4 pm 

7 pm 

Confirmation session #4 

òVOICES OF HOPEó benefit concert 

RPMs Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 

Sanctuary 

Delmar Reformed 

Wednesday, April 13 6:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Team Room 207 

Thursday, April 14 1 pm Mary Marthas Lounge 

Sunday, April 17 10:30 am Palm/Passion Sunday (featuring Junior 

and Chancel Choirs) 

RPMs mission trip departs for Iowa  

Sanctuary 

 

(through 4/23)  

Monday, April 18 8 am 

9ñ3:30 

Senior Ministry Team 

AARP Safe Driving Course 

Four Corners 

Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 20 5:30 pm Dinner and pre-K Holy Week Experience Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, April 21 6:30 pm 

7:15 pm 

Maundy Thursday Shared Meal 

Worship service with Communion 

Fellowship Hall 

Friday, April 22  12ñ7 pm Good Friday prayer and reflection  Hummel Chapel 

Saturday, April 23 10 am Easter Egg Hunt Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, April 24 10:30 am Easter Sunday worship; special music Sanctuary 

Monday, April 25 7:15 pm Education Ministry Team Room 207 

Saturday, April 30 10 amñ3 pm Fair Trade Fair & Gertze BBQ Fellowship Hall 

Regular weekly schedule 

Sundays 9:30 am Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour  Except 10:30 4/17, 24  

Mondays 10:30 am Community Playgroup Nursery 

Tuesdays 8 am 

10 am 

3 pm 

7 pm 

Menõs Breakfast 

Treasure Cove 

Rev. Iona òCoffee Talkó 

Upper Room Study Group 

Four Corners 

Lounge 

Perfect Blend 

Library 

Wednesdays 10:30 am 

10:30 am 

Bible Study 

Community Playgroup 

Delmar Place 

Nursery 

Thursdays 6:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

Bell Choir 

Chancel Choir 

Room 201 

Choir Room 

Our calendar is regularly updated on -line at: http://calendar.yahoo.com/delmarmethodist  

Final copy deadline for the May issue of the Telescope is Friday morning, April 29. 
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Concert to benefit the children of 
Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless 

First United Methodist of Delmar 
Sunday April 10 – 4 pm  

A free-will donation will be taken to benefit the  

children of Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless 

FEATURED MUSICIANS: 
 Capital District Youth Chorale’s Senior Chamber Choir, Directed by Diane Warner 

 Advanced pianists from the Music Studio of Albany, Noel Liberty, Founder/
Director 

 Vedrana Kalas, soprano & Michael Lotano, tenor 

 Singing arias from ―La Boheme,‖ accompanied by Adam Jones 

 Chancel Choir of FUMC, Directed by Joseph Farrell, accompanied by Ken Loiacono 

The Mission Ministry Team will host a reception following the concert. Cookies, crackers and 
cheese, fruit, and punch will be needed. If you can help, contact Karen Pass at 767-2809 or 
karen.pass@esc.edu.  

mailto:karen.pass@esc.edu

